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Opening Doors, Enriching Lives

Vocabulary and Curriculum

“A rich curriculum gives children a good vocabulary. In fact, it is the best way to ensure children develop a good
vocabulary. However, it is also very important that teachers know what vocabulary is learnt in the curriculum and
the best ways to get children to increase their vocabulary.”

Gill Jones, Former Deputy Director of OFSTED
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Opening Doors, Enriching Lives

The words we use can be organised into three tiers:

A

Tier 3 words: low frequency, highly specialised, subject-specific
words, e.g. pyroclastic, fascism, photosynthesis.

., 00

Tier 2 words: more frequently occurring words, central to
comprehension, e.g. compare, significant, These are understood by most
but not always used in their writing. These are the words that are
particularly good for explicit instruction.

Tier 1 words: basic, conversational words that appear in most children’s vocabulary.

Tier 1 — these are words that are used every day in our classrooms.

Tier 3 — these are technical words that are used in our curriculum subjects.

Tier 2 — these are words that need to be taught explicitly so that our children can use them to make
sense of the technical Tier 3 vocabulary.



Pre-School different and choose and pretend and upset and observe and pace and proud
sibling celebrate finally career fact

Reception timetable and echo and because and present and explain and event and
persevere fortunately expect explore argument transition

Year 1/2: Cycle anxious and achieve and heroic and amaze and effect and exclaim and

A option example treasure continue annoy dangerous

Year 1/2: Cycle however and perform and tranquil and carless and stumbled and  wonder and

B curious escape attract solution pause suddenly
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Year 3/4
Autumn 1 and 2 Focus Word
Year 3/4 Weake
Autumn 1 and 2 Focus Word 1and 2 Participate
weeks:
i1and2 major Jand a Consider
3and4 minimum S5and & Temporary
= and & zenerate Fand & Beneafit
S and 10 Individual
Fand B therefore
- 11 and 12 Co-operate
S and 10 instruct
Spring 1 and 2
11 and 12 Environment Weeks
1and 2 Duration
Spring 1 and 2
weeaks: Janda Abandon
i1and2 Racent
5 and & Rely
Jand 4 Obvious
Fand B Peculiar
Sand & Respond .
5 and 10 Compassion
7and 8 Manarch 11 and 12 Essential
summer 1 and 2 summer L and 2
Weeks: Weaks:
iand 2 Triumph iand2 Mystify
Jand4a Prevent 3and 4 Dense
s and & DEnse 5and & SEVEers
Rest of the tarm: Tandz Cautious
Cotch wp ond consolidetion of oll vocabulory Fert ofthe -
Cotch up ond consolidation of oll vocabulary




Tanfield Lea Community Primary School

Vocabularg Progression Document:

Year 5/6
Year 51"5 Autumn 1 and 2 Focus Word
Autumn 1 and 2 Focus Word Weeks:
Weeks: iand 2 Ambiguous
1and 2 Significant 3and 4 Amend
3and 4 ninimise 5and & Sufficient
= Fand 8 Accommodate
Sand s Modify
- Sand 10 Concept
Fand 8 Frecizs
11and 12 vary
Sand 10 Accompany
Spring 1 and 2
11 and 12 specific Weeks:
1and2 Alternative
Spring 1 and 2
Weeks: Jand 4 Ignorance
Landz Reject Sand & Fundamental
Fand 4 Decline Fand & Subsequent
Sand s Assist Sand 10 Obsolete
Fand & Procesed 11 and 12 Inhibit
gand 10 Abundant summer 1 and 2
weeks: Exasperate
summer 1 and 2 3
an
Weeks __ 3and4 Nonchalant
1and2 Arnticipate
Sand & Evade
Jand 4 Maonchalant
Fand & Industrious
Rest of the tearm:
cotch up and consolidotion of all vocabulary Rest of the term:
Cotch up ond consalidation of oll vocobulory




English
Specific
Vocabulary
(Children are

explicitly
taught these

words through
the teaching of

English).

Pre-School

Reading:

-story
book

-page
-word
-front
-back
-title
-author
-illustrator
-listen
-library
-rhyme
-syllable
-read

-letters
-sounds
-phoneme
-GPC
question
write

SPaG:

Reception

Reading:
-spine

-character
-blurb
-setting
-sequence
-expression
-prediction
-fluency
-poem
SPaG:
-diagraph
-trigraphs

-lower case
letters

-capital letters
-full stops
-sentences

-cursive
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