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Introduction:

Spelling is an integral component of the English programmes of study for Early Years through to Key Stages 1 and 2. The programmes describe two dimensions 
of writing (as highlighted in the Writing Framework, June 2025):

•Transcription (spelling and handwriting)
•Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing)
The curriculum demands that teaching should develop competence in both dimensions, as writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription. This 
relationship defines the role of spelling as a functional tool in the writing process.

What we endeavour for our pupils:

We aim for all our children to be motivated to develop a love of spelling, and to independently practice spellings to become confident in their ability to spell 
words (reducing the cognitive load) in independent writing. Our goal is to support pupils in enjoying learning and developing their spelling with a sense of 
achievement and pride.

Why practice spelling?

Imagine drawing a faint line with a pencil. Now, imagine drawing another straight line directly over it again and again. The more frequently you draw directly 
over the line, the stronger the line becomes. If you keep going, eventually there will also be an indentation. Long-term memory works in a similar way. The first 
time we practice a skill, it moves from working memory to long-term memory. This memory, however, is very fragile, and if it is not practiced regularly, it will 
fade and disappear. However, if the process is repeated frequently, the memory becomes stronger. The skill no longer needs to be thought about consciously, 
allowing greater space in our working memory to think about new ideas for our writing.
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This document organises the compulsory spelling rules/patterns, in addition to the compulsory lists of words that pupils to 
learn across school. The strands set out below are based on the linguistic principles of how words are built up from either sounds or morphemes (chunks 
of meaning). Some words in English do not follow either of these principles, so other spelling cues are needed to support children 
to learn them. 
Spelling principles used as strands:
-Phonemic principles are based on hearing sounds and knowing grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs),
-High frequency, common exception or commonly misspelt words that need practice for 
mastery.
-Morphemic principles, based on seeing chunks of meaning (compound words, word roots and 
affixes)

It is therefore vital that our teachers build in time for children to practice spellings which can be based around spelling patterns or 
particular words with which a child or group of children are having difficulty. These lessons will build a repertoire of learning cues 
and give children time to reflect on misuses of spelling in writing. Displays within the learning environment, will 
also scaffold children’s spelling development and support independence. These will include topic related vocabulary to support 
Spelling which is consistent across all subjects and therefore promotes high expectations.
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Children in Reception and Year 1 practice their Green Words. These are words that children can use their 
phonics skills to decode.

Children practice spelling these words through the following methods:

•Say it Fast: Orally blending the phonemes (sounds) together.
Blending is when you push phonemes (sounds) together to make a word (for reading).

•Break it Down: Orally segmenting the word into phonemes (sounds).
Segmenting is when you separate sounds to spell a word (for spelling).

The Blending and Segmenting Methods (Success for All)
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Children in Reception and Year 1 practice their Red Words. These are Common Exception Words – words that 
cannot be sounded out using their current phonic knowledge.

Children practice spelling these words through the Say Spell Say method:

•Say the word while looking at it (he).
•Spell the word while clapping each letter name (H-E, letter names, not the sounds they make).
•Say the word while looking at it (he).
This is repeated 5 times.

The Say Spell Say Spelling Method (Success for All)
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Children in Years 1-6 practice their spellings through the weekly LSCWC spelling method.

This stands for Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check. This technique is commonly used in primary education to help students improve their 
spelling skills.

The method involves:
•Look at the word and identify its parts.
•Say the word while looking at it.
•Cover the word with your hand or a piece of paper.
•Write the word down.
•Check your spelling by uncovering the word and comparing it with your written version.
This method encourages children to engage with the spelling process and reinforces their understanding of the words they are learning.

The LSCWC Spelling Method
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Progression Overview Across School

Pre-School – Children are encouraged to play phonic games, which enable them to develop listening, recall, and memory skills (pre-spelling skills).

Reception – Children are taught to consolidate these skills, then begin to practice writing these GPCs (grapheme-phoneme correspondences) down to form 
words (spelling them independently). They also practice the Say, Spell, Say method to learn red words (words that cannot be spelt phonetically).

Year 1 – Children are taught to consolidate these skills. They also practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method, enabling them to become more 
confident and independent when writing Y1 high-frequency words (spelling them independently).

Year 2 – Children are taught to consolidate these skills. They also practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method, enabling them to become more 
confident and independent when writing Y2 high-frequency words (spelling them independently).

Year 3 – Children practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method, enabling them to become more confident and independent when writing Y3 high-
frequency words (spelling them independently).

Year 4 – Children practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method, enabling them to become more confident and independent when writing Y4 high-
frequency words (spelling them independently).

Year 5 – Children practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method, enabling them to become more confident and independent when writing Y5 high-
frequency words (spelling them independently).

Year 6 – Children practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method, enabling them to become more confident and independent when writing Y6 high-
frequency words (spelling them independently).
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Year 
Group

By the end of the autumn term all children should be 
able to… 

By the end of the spring term all children should be 
able to… 

By the end of the summer term all children should be 
able to… 

Pre-
School

I am beginning to join in memory games. I am beginning to orally blend (Say it Fast) and segment 
(Break it Down) phonemes in words.

I am growing in confidence when orally blending (Say it Fast) 
and segmenting (Break it Down) phonemes in words.

Recepti
on

I can confidently blend and segment phonemes in words, and I 
am beginning to write some green words (segmenting) and red 
words (Say, Spell, Say). Some words are correctly spelt.

I can confidently blend and segment phonemes in words, and 
I am beginning to write some green words (segmenting) and 
red words (Say, Spell, Say). These are mostly correctly spelt.

I can confidently blend and segment phonemes in words, 
and I am beginning to write some green words (segmenting) 
and red words (Say, Spell, Say). These are mostly correctly 
spelt.

Year 1 I can confidently blend and segment phonemes in words, and I 
can write some green and red words using the LSCWC method. 
Some Y1 words are correctly spelt.

I can confidently blend and segment phonemes in words, and 
I can write most green and red words using the LSCWC
method. Some/many Y1 words are correctly spelt.

I can confidently blend and segment phonemes in words, 
and I can write most green and red words using the LSCWC
method. Many Y1 words are correctly spelt.

Year 2 I am beginning to write some words using the LSCWC method. 
Some Y2 words are correctly spelt.

I am beginning to confidently write most green and red 
words using the LSCWC method. Some/many Y3 words are 
correctly spelt.

I can confidently write some green and red words using the 
LSCWC method. Many Y2 words are correctly spelt.

Year 3 I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I am beginning to write Y3 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y3 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some/many words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y3 words with increased confidence and 
independence, many words are spelt correctly.

Year 4 I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I am beginning to write Y4 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y4 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some/many words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y4 words with increased confidence and 
independence, many words are spelt correctly.

Year 5 I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I am beginning to write Y5 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y5 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some/many words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y5 words with increased confidence and 
independence, many words are spelt correctly.

Year 6 I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I am beginning to write Y6 words with increased confidence and 
independence, some words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y6 words with increased confidence and 
independence, many words are spelt correctly.

I practice weekly spellings through the LSCWC method.
I can write Y6 words with increased confidence and 
independence, most words are spelt correctly.
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Class Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Pre-School Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities

Reception Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities Daily phonic activities

Year 1 Daily phonic activities
From previous week: Test 
Twinkle spellings and 1-3 
words from Review spellings.

Daily phonic activities
As previous practice

Daily phonic activities
Introduce Review Spellings
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling 
list.

Daily phonic activities
practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Daily phonic activities
practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Year 2 Daily spellings games and 
activities with the Jungle Club. 
From previous week: Test 
Twinkle spellings and 1-3 
words from Review spellings.

Daily spellings games and 
activities with the Jungle 
Club. 
As previous practice

Daily spellings games and activities 
with the Jungle Club. 
Introduce review spellings
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling 
list.

Daily spellings games and activities with 
the Jungle Club. 
practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Daily spellings games and activities with 
the Jungle Club. 
practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Year 3 From previous week: Test 
Twinkle spellings and 1-3 
words from Review spellings.

As previous practice Introduce review spellings
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling 
list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Year 4 From previous week: Test 
Twinkle spellings and 1-3 
words from Review spellings.

As previous practice Introduce review spellings
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling 
list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Year 5 From previous week: Test 
Twinkle spellings and 1-3 
words from Review spellings.

As previous practice Introduce review spellings
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling 
list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Year 6 From previous week: Test 
Twinkle spellings and 1-3 
words from Review spellings.

As previous practice Introduce review spellings
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling 
list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.

Practice 1-3 words from the Review 
spellings.
Activities to practice Twinkl spelling list.
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Spelling (Literacy)

I understand and use my ears for listening. 
I can make different sounds with my body and instruments.
I listen and join in with rhymes and rhyming activities.
I can play phoneme (sound) games, listening to the different 
phonemes in words.
I am beginning to orally divide words into syllables.
I can blend phonemes in some words (say it fast).
I can segment some words into phonemes (break it down).
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Spelling (Literacy)

I can orally divide words into syllables.
I can blend phonemes in words
I can segment words into phonemes.
I can spell vc and cvc words by identifying phonemes in them 
and represent the phoneme with a letter or letters (GPCs).
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Spelling (English)

I can spell a range of vc and cvc words.
I can spell words with adjacent consonants. Eg
scrap, went, stamp, jump
I can spell some words ending in ff, ll, ss, zz, ck.
I can spell some words with the /ng/ sound 
I can name all the letters of the alphabet.
I can spell some words with consonant digraphs 
and some vowel digraphs/trigraphs 
I can spell some alternative vowel phonemes 
(/ay//ai//a_e/).
I can spell some words with ph and wh and words 
in –y.
I can spell many of the Y1 CEW/HFW.
I can segment into syllables to divide words when 
spelling.
I can spell some compound words. 
I can spell days of the week and numbers to 20.
I can spell some words ending in tch.
I am beginning to use the spelling rule for adding ‘s’ 
or ‘es’ for verbs in the 3rd person singular.  
I am beginning to use – ing, -ed, -er, -est where no 
change is needed to the root word.
I beginning to use the prefix un-
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Spelling (English)

I can spell some words with kn and gn at the beginning.
I am beginning to use – ing, -ed, -er, -est where no change is needed to the 
root word.
I can spell some words with wr at the beginning.
I can spell some words with the /j/ sound - ge, dge, g.
I can spell some word with the /s/ sound spelt c before e, I, y.
I can add the endings -ing, -er, -est and -y to some words ending in e with a 
consonant before it.
I can spell words with contractions.
I can spell some words ending in -le, -el, -al and -il.
I can add-ies to nouns and verbs ending in y.
I can add the endings -ing, -er, -est and -y to words ending in y with a 
consonant before it.
I can spell words with the suffix -ly and use it to turn adjectives into adverbs.
I can many spell the Y2 CEW/HFW
I can spell some words with alternatives spellings, including a few common 
homophones.
I can add the endings -ing, -er, -est and -y to words of one syllable ending in a 
single letter after a short vowel.
I can spell some longer words using suffixes such as 'ment', 'ness', 'ful', less'.
I can spell some words ending in -tion.
I can use my knowledge of spelling rules to narrow down possibilities for 
some accurate spelling.
I am beginning to proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 
punctuation.
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Spelling  (English)

I can spell some words with the /ai sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey.
I can spell some words containing the /u/ sound spelt ou.
I am beginning to add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of 
more than one syllable.
I can spell some words with the /i/ sound spelt y, not just when positioned 
at the end of words I can use the possessive apostrophe with regular plural 
words.
I am beginning to use the prefixes un-, dis-, mis-, in-, im-, il-, ir-
I am beginning to use the prefixes re-, sub-, inter-, super-, anti-, auto
I can spell many words from the Y3/4 word list.
I can spell some words which are in a family correctly, eg. solve, solution, 
solver.
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Spelling (English)

I can use the suffixes: -ly, -ation, -ous, on most occasions.
I can spell some words with endings sounding/shun/: -tion, -sion, -ssion, -cian
I can spell some words ending with -sure and -ture
I can spell some words with the /k/ sound spelt ch.
I can spell some words with the /sh/ sound spelt ch
I can spell some words ending with the /g/ sound spelt -gue and the /k/ sound 
spelt -que.
I can spell some words with the/s/ sound spelt sc
I can use possessive apostrophes with irregular plurals.
I can spell many words from the Y3/4 word list.
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Spelling (English)

I can spell words containing the letter string 'ough' I can use a thesaurus to 
locate a variety of synonyms.
I can use a range of spelling strategies.
I can spell words with the /ee/ sound spelt ei after c
I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes eg. -ate, -is, -ify I 
can spell verbs with prefixes eg. dis-, de-, mis-, over-, and re-I can spell 
words ending in -able and -ible I can spell words ending in -ably and -ibly
I can spell many words from the Y5/6 word list.
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Spelling (English)

I can spell some words with the ending /shus/ spelt '-cious' or '-tious'
I can spell some words with the ending/shul/ spelt '-cial' '-tial'
I can spell some words with the endings -ant, -ance/-ancy, -ent, -ence/-ency
I can add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in ‘-fer’
I can spell some words with silent letters
I can spell most of the words from the Y5/6 word list.
I use a range of spelling strategies (see Y5/6 Spelling lists).
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Parents/Carers Guide to Supporting Children’s Development with Spelling at Home.

Support children with their home learning:
•Familiarise yourself with the Spelling Policy and the methods used in school to support spelling (these can be found in your child’s organiser), 
including the LSCWC spelling method.
•Encourage and praise your child/ren even when they find this tricky. Keep trying!
Play spelling games:
•When walking or driving to school, or at home, play spelling games such as I-Spy, clapping sounds in words and syllables (divide words into 
sounds like c/a/t or syllables/chunks, e.g., "remember" can be chunked into re/mem/ber and then blended back together).
•Sing Mnemonics: A mnemonic is simply a memory trick to remember something. This may involve using a letter string, rhyme, visual image, 
or even a song to help spell a word. If a child creates their own mnemonic, they are more likely to remember it!
Word families:
•Make links between words and their roots. For example:

• sign, signature, signal
• create, creator, creative

•Challenge your child to find as many words as they can with the same root.
Using a dictionary:
It is vital that children become familiar with dictionaries as soon as they are able.
•Choose a random word and race your child to find it in a dictionary (you will need two copies!).
•Give your child the meaning of a word. Can they find the correct word and use it in a sentence?
•Challenge your child to give you the word class (noun, verb, adjective, etc.) of a word.
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Links to the English Statutory Curriculum:

Early Years:
EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers

National Curriculum in England: English programmes of study:
National curriculum in England: English programmes of study - GOV.UK

National Curriculum in England: English programmes of study: key stage 1 and 2
English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2

English appendix 1: spelling:
The national curriculum in England - English Appendix 1: Spelling

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7de93840f0b62305b7f8ee/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ccc06ed915d63cc65ce61/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf

