
Meet the Teacher 2025 – Year 6



Friends of Tanfield Lea Community Primary School

Please support ‘The Friends of the school’ who are a group of 
volunteers who raise money to fund activities for the children. These 

activities range from school trips, discos, Bingo nights and coffee 
afternoons to provide new resources throughout the school, which 

school may not necessarily be able to buy.  You can support them for 
FREE by registering on easyfundraising.org.uk  and following the 

Friends of the School.

Friends of Tanfield Lea Community 
Primary School

Meetings take place 
termly to arrange our 
events – like our FB 
page to check for 
updates!

easyfundraising.org.uk


You will have already downloaded the free School 

Gateway app and registered for an account.

Please ensure that if  you change your email 

address or mobile number you let us know 

immediately.

This will allow:

• Continued communication with parents

• School to send free messages, saving the 

school budget

• Online payments

School Gateway App



Welcome to Year 6

Key Staff: 

Mr Patterson

Mr McIntosh

Mrs Ovington

Miss Bruce

Mr Ashman 

Miss James



School Values

Turn Up

Learn

Care 

Persevere

Shine
These are the Values of 

Tanfield Lea Community Primary School



Reminders of daily life in school:
• PE will be with Mr Ashman. Children to come to school in their P.E. kits
• Home-learning is typically sent out on a Wednesday and returned on 

a Monday.
• The organiser contains the mathematical methods we use in school 

and a list of grammatical terms that may be used in Homelearning.
• Children collect 3 reading comments a week in their organisers. This is 

alongside Accelerated Reader.
• Spellings are handed out on a Tuesday and tested the following week 

on a Monday. We now focus on a whole class set of spelling rules.
• Privilege time on a Friday is up to 30 minutes of a chosen activity. 

Dependent on home learning, reading comments, behaviour in school. 
Children can sign up to one terms worth of a club-based activity (e.g. 
Chess, Science, art etc).

• Opal – Children will need wellies in school during winter months to use 
OPAL activities. (When rota allows)

• Handwriting – We now have weekly handwriting sessions which focus 
on joins and letter formations that the children are struggling with.



Swimming in Year 6

“In England, swimming and water safety are statutory 
requirements within the PE National Curriculum. All schools 
must provide swimming instruction with a focus on ensuring 
pupils can swim at least 25 meters competently, use a range of 
strokes effectively, and perform safe self-rescue in different 
water-based situations.”

Year 6 pupils will receive ‘catch-up’ swimming lessons after 
SATs. These sessions will target pupils who are still learning to 
swim 25 meters competently.

We are exploring how we deliver our swimming provision. 
Next year, Year 6 may also swim in the Autumn term to help 
more children be successful in leaving primary with this key 
life skill.



Termly Overview



Mathematics in Year 6



How we teach Maths
• We teach Maths in blocks which focus on a key area of maths. 

Sometimes these blocks can last for 3 weeks.
• This allows children time to get to grips with new and important skills as 

well as apply them to problems.
• We also revisit previously taught blocks to help the learning stick.
• You can find all of the blocks in the ‘curriculum’ area of our website if 

you want to know what your child will be learning.



• Rapid recall of times 
tables facts and 
simple addition is 
essential to 
mathematics. In 
Years 5 & 6 there are 
72 facts we must 
know.

• Each week we have 
100 seconds to 
answer as many as 
we can, aiming to 
beat our score each 
week.

Big Maths – Total recall – Once a Week 



Times Tables Rock-Stars – regular use is essential and a 
proven way to develop core Mathematical skills. 
Please encourage your child to use Times Tables Rock Stars.
Times-tables knowledge is essential to the Arithmetic 
Paper

our 

Some children will 
take part in a small 
times tables 
intervention group 
on a Tuesday (during 
assembly).

This is to help 
develop times-tables 
knowledge and give 
the best start to Year 
6.



Arithmetic practice – 30 minutes – 36 questions 
Ranging from more straight-forward to complex
questions, we will regularly practise arithmetic 
questions in smaller chunks or by completing sample
arithmetic papers. This is to help develop basic 
skills and prepare for SATs papers.



Reading in Year 6



Encouraging Readers.





• Your child has done a test, which has given them a ZPD 
(a Reading Range e.g. 2.5 – 3.1)



Accelerated Reader
• Accelerated Reader is a key and regular part of our school day. 

• Children are given time to read independently each day and access to 
computers and ipads to complete quizzes once they have finished a book.

• Children have a target of reading for 20mins per day and aiming for 80% 
or higher on quizzes.

• All children have a ZPD to help them achieve this which helps them to 
choose books that are challenging enough to help them develop without 
being too demanding.

• Children are given feedback each week to help them work towards their 
reading targets.



Accelerated Reader Quizzes
• Children access quizzes through the 

AR website.

• There is a quick link on the school 

website under Children.



How you can help with reading?
• Continue  to support your child with his / her reading.

• Encourage children to maintain 20 minutes a day through allocating 
a little time to reading at home (In Year 6 this may be your child 
reading independently rather than reading to an adult).

• Talk about their books and their quizzes.

• Support the AR section of our library (donations of unwanted books 
are always welcome.)



Reading Comments (checked on a Friday)
Reading can be completed by: 

• reading to a carer 
• reading for others
• reading quietly 

on their own

For the last point, carers could 
ask a few questions about what 
the children have read.







OPAL- Outdoor and Adventurous play 

During lunchtime children can access many different areas across the school grounds including :-Digging areas, water 
play zones, planting areas, cosy cottage, sports zones, dress up, music areas, monkey bars, slides, swings, log play, sand 

pit, bikes and scooters as well as having cess to many loose parts to play creatively or build dens. 

We ask that all children bring wellies into school. 

It does mean that sometimes we may come home a little dirtier than usual. 

This probably means we’ve had a great time.

Donations of toys, scooters, cushions, pots and pans, sheets are always welcome!

Children spend 20% of their time at school playing. With this mind, at Tanfield 
Lea Community Primary School, we believe that play is a fundamental part of 
childhood, enriching children’s learning, development, and well-being. That’s why 
we are proud to be an OPAL school.  We are even prouder that we were 
recently awarded the Platinum School Award for the second time!



Praise and Recognition
• Success Cards
-Recognising consistency, resilience, 

growth mindset, progress, behaviour, 
commitment, being a good citizen
- No longer Bronze, Silver, Gold, but 

collecting countries, beginning with 
England

- Recognised in Assembly and with a 
follow up postcard

• Hot Chocolate Reward Plus team 
points, stickers…



New Handwriting Scheme
In 2024-25, we will use a new Handwriting Scheme for Years 3 – 6 to teach 
the letter joins.  Focussed teaching sessions will take place in school from 
Wednesday to Friday on this.  

Year 5 and 6 will join the scheme at Join 3 and 4.
Join 3
Week 26 fi fr fu fy fa fe fo
Week 27 oi om on op or ou ov ow oy
Week 28 oa oc od oe og oo os ox
Week 29 ri rm rn rp rr ru ry
Week 30 ra re ro rs
Week 31 vi vu vy va ve vo
Week 32 wi wr wu wa wd we wo ws

Join 4
Week 33 ob of ok ol ot
Week 34 rb rf rh rk rl rt
Week 35 wh wk wt

The letter formation will be
shown in the organiser.



Growth Mindset



Punctuality is important. 

Late arrivals can affect attendance. 

It is really important that your child attends 
school and arrives promptly for registration 

between 8:40am-8.50am.

Attendance



We celebrate children’s attendance every week in our 
Friday assembly:
✓ Attendance % for every class is shared
✓ Classes compete to win a half term cash prize of £20 for 

the class to spend on a treat
Points are awarded weekly on the following basis
✓ 95% or above class % - 1 point
✓ 98% or above class % - 2 points
✓ 100% for the class % - 4 points

✓ 100% award for one class member each week, names are 
selected in the random name spinner. Children receive a 
small prize.



SATS - End of Key Stage 2 tests in English 
and Maths (More in separate Y6 meeting in the spring)

•KS2 Sats are scheduled to resume this academic 
year and will take place in May 2026. May 11th –
14th- Please don’t make appointments during this 
week!

• Monday – Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – (2 
papers – 20 spellings / 50 marks for Grammar and 
Punctuation)

• Tuesday – Reading (1 paper – 50 marks)

• Wednesday – Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic – 40marks), 
Paper 2 (Reasoning – 35 marks)

• Thursday – Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – 35 marks)



Weekly spellings are based on the Year 5 / 6 word list and 
common spelling rules



Any questions?


