
 

 
Phonics offer at Tanfield Lea Community Primary School 

 
At our School, we are committed to developing children’s phonic knowledge and abilities to 
help them to be capable readers. We know this will help them throughout their life and see 
it as our responsibility and duty to the children to give them the best start that we possibly 
can. 
  
Reading is at the core of our curriculum at Tanfield Lea Community Primary School. Being 
able to read unlocks the curriculum and the world beyond school for our children, and we 
firmly believe working together in partnership with parents is fundamental to developing 
children's reading ability and enjoyment for reading.  
  
Complemented by our Dialogic reading approach, we teach early reading through Phonics 
from Pre-School. We use guidance from a phonics scheme called ‘Success for All’ from the 
Fischer Family Trust.  This scheme has been validated by the Department for Education.  
  
We are thrilled to be a Success for All Partner School, a testament to our commitment to 
academic excellence and pupil success. Through this partnership, we have implemented 
effective strategies to improve early reading skills, ensuring that every child has a strong 
foundation for future achievements on our journey towards creating a community of lifelong 
learners! 

 

 
 



Within our phonics offer we use these Success for All strategies and resources. Please follow 
the links to find out more: 
 

• First Steps to Phonics 
 

• Success for All Phonics and Shared Reading (Reception and Year 1 guidance)  
 

• Year 2 Spelling and Reading (Jungle Club and Routes to Reading)  
 

• Assessment and Catching up (Tutoring with the Lightening Squad) 
 

Further support for parents 
 
For children in Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who are accessing the program 
there is a Parent Portal (access information can be found in your child’s organiser)  
where you will find all of the resources to help you support your child’s phonics and early 
reading. There are helpful videos modelling correct pronunciation for the phonemes. 
  
The materials are designed to support the learning your child is experiencing in school. At 
the moment, the resources include all of the Shared Readers so you can reread and enjoy 
the books together after they have been read in school. 
  
This portal is updated frequently, so keep checking to see what’s new on there! There are 
lots of tips on there in how to support your child with their reading and phonic development. 
 
Parent Portal (fft.org.uk) 
 
For more background information about Success for All Phonics please follow the link below: 
 
FFT Success for All Phonics - FFT 
 
 
 
  

https://parents.fft.org.uk/
https://fft.org.uk/phonics/


First Steps to Phonics 

For children in Pre-School who will be starting Reception the following academic year and 
for some children with additional needs we use the “First Steps to Phonics” programme. This 
provides a progressive and flexible approach to initial phonics teaching and learning. It seeks 
to reduce the cognitive load for children by gradually introducing new phonics skills during 
the year. The programme keeps early sessions short, which is appropriate for young children. 
It also enables them to understand and master initial skills before moving on to apply them 
for reading and writing. 

The Success for All Leader and Pre-School teacher have worked together and are confident 
that it meets the needs of our learners and prepares them for the phonic requirements of 
Reception with a focus on early reading.  

 

 

 

 



Phonological awareness (Unit 1) 

The first two half terms are spent embedding phonological awareness through a range of 
activities based on: 

• General Sound Discrimination (Environmental, Instrumental and Body Percussion)  

• Rhythm and Rhyme  

• Alliteration  

• Voice Sounds 

• Oral Blending and Segmenting 

The aim is that children should become attuned to the sounds around them and start to 
develop their oral blending and segmenting skills before formal phonics sessions are 
introduced during the Spring term. 

 

Teaching Grapheme Phoneme 
Correspondences (GPCs, Unit 2) 

In Spring and Summer term of Pre-School children 
continue to develop their phonological awareness. 
They also begin to recognise GPC’s and apply skills 
that they have learned in Unit 1 to recognise these 
and read them in words. In Pre-School children will 
be introduced to one GPC per week. The aim is 
that when children leave Pre-School that they can 
orally blend and segment cvc words, recognise 
some GPC’s and their corresponding alliterative 
phrase. Some children will also be able to use 
Stretch and Read to read CVC words. 

In preparation for Reception, First Steps to Phonics 
resources use the same graphics and font as 
Success for All Phonics and Shared Reading, which 
children will begin to access the next academic 
year. The structure of First Steps to Phonics lesson 
plans follow similar routines to those which they 
will encounter in Reception. This ensures a seamless 
transition from one programme to the other and 
reduced cognitive overload.  



Overview of phonological awareness and GPC’s taught throughout the 
programme. 

 

 Unit GPC’s  
Autumn 1 

& 2 
1 - Embedding Phonological awareness phase 1 

letters and sounds unit 1, weeks 1-12 
Spring 1 2 s, a, t, p, i, n Alphabet Chant (GPC sounds only) 

GPC of the week 
Hear the phoneme 
Read the GPC 
Present new GPC including alliterative phrase 
Model the phoneme 
Say it fast then break it down using these 
words 
Stretch and read 
 

Spring 2 2 m, d, g, o, c, 
k 

Summer 1 2 e, u, r, h, b, 
f, l 

Summer 2 2 j, v, w, x, y, 
z, qu 

 

 

 
 



Phonics teaching in Reception and Year 1 
 
Phonics in Reception and Year 1 comprises of two daily sessions: 
 
Daily Phonics session (taught every morning) 
 
Daily Shared Reading session (taught every afternoon) 
 

Daily Phonics Sessions (taught every morning) 
 
To support our children in all classes the phonics lessons follow a consistent daily structure 
with clear timing goals for each activity. This consistent approach enables lessons to be 
taught with pace as every child and adult understands the routine and what is expected. 
Each lesson lasts 25 minutes and follows the same basic sequence each day: 
  
• Review of Previously Taught GPCs (10 minutes) 
• Teach, Practise and Apply New GPC (15 minutes) 
 
There are 68 progressive steps in Reception and Year 1 within daily phonics sessions.  
 
To see steps 1-32 (Reception) click here 
 
To see steps 33-68 (Year 1) click here  
 
 
  



Step 1-8 (Reception) 
 

This consolidates then follows on from First 
Steps to Phonics, which children who previously 
attended our Pre-School will have followed.  
 
The purpose of steps 1-8 is to move from oral 
blending and segmenting to blending and 
segmenting with graphemes (written phonemes). 
The children will learn to read the letters of the 
alphabet and will learn to read and write words 
with two and three sounds, for example in, tip, 
rock. We call these our green words.  Children 
will be introduced to a small number of Common 
Exception Words – we call these our red words. 
These have to be recognised by sight as they 
cannot be decoded by the children at this stage, 
for example “the”. Children also practise writing 
new and previously learnt letters and sounds 
(grapheme / phoneme correspondences or GPC’s) 
in upper and lower case. 

 

Steps 9-20 (Reception) 

This continues in Reception. The children will learn 25 more 
sounds including diagraphs (two  letters that make one sound 
for example sh) and trigraphs (three letters that make one sound 
for example air). The children will continue to practise how to 
blend and segment along with learning to read and write two 
syllable words. Spelling and sentence writing with known letters 
and sounds are introduced. Common alternative spellings / 
pronunciation are introduced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steps 21-32 (Reception) 

 
These are the final steps taught in Reception. These steps review and consolidate children’s 
knowledge of all letters and sounds (graphemes and phonemes) that they have learnt in 
Reception and to read and spell words with adjacent consonants that contain four sounds 
e.g. skip, boost, float. 

 
Steps 33-56 (Year 1 term 1 and 2) 

 
 

 
This begins in Year 1. Children will learn alternative ways of spelling the sounds, e.g ‘oi’ in 
coin and ‘oy’ in boy, and how to read and write words with split digraphs (such as cake, 
smile and stone). Children will practise spelling a range of two and three syllable words 
phonetically.  
 
All key stage 1 red words are taught and reviewed, and children learn the spelling and 
grammar conventions from the Year 1 National Curriculum.  
 

 

 
 



Steps 57-68 (Year 1 term 3) 
 
This takes place in the final term of year1 and focusses on reviewing and consolidating all 
content from year 1 and prepares them for the phonics screening test and year 2 Spelling 
and Reading programme.  
 will learn alternative ways of spelling the sounds for example, ‘oi’ in coin and ‘oy’ in will learn alternative ways of spelling the sounds for example, ‘oi’ in coin and ‘oy’ in 

 
Daily Shared Reading session (taught every afternoon) 

 
 

The Reception and Year 1 children have a daily reading lesson in addition to the phonics 
lesson, where they spend a week reading the same book, which links directly to their phonics 
lessons.  
 
Throughout the week, pupils will work on the following skills:  
 
-exploring the book reading ‘green’ words  
 
-learning how to read ‘red’ words  
 
-reading the text chorally as a class, partner reading, discussing what they have read 
 
-comprehension questions/skills and writing about what they have read 
 
-confidence and fluency 
 

 



Our aim is that by a Friday children are “experts” at the book! They feel an enormous sense 
of achievement as they can read the book independently. They then take the book home as 
their home reader and celebrate this with their family. 
 
These books can also be accessed at home by pupils in Reception and Year 1 through the 
parent portal. 
 

 

 
  
  



Year 2 Spelling and Reading 

When children complete SfA Phonics in Year 1, they move to Jungle Club from FFT.  This 
sequenced programme comprises Spelling with the Jungle Club and Routes to Reading.  All 
Year 2 staff have been trained to deliver this programme.  

 

Spelling with the Jungle Club 

 

Spelling with the Jungle Club is a fun, online spelling session completed in the mornings, 
which builds on the children’s understanding of spelling from Year 1 to focus on alternative 
graphemes, suffixes and the Common Exception words for Year 2.   

During each session, the children partake in sequenced interactive games. They focus upon 
development and consolidation of new spelling rules via listening and repeating, 
verbalisation and written examples. 

The images on the next page (below) show the programme: 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Routes to Reading 

 

Routes to Reading is a Year 2 reading session 
completed in the afternoons which builds on the 
children’s reading from Year 1.  It involves both 
online and physical books where children build on 
the decoding and comprehension skills from the 
previous year.  The books cover a wide range of 
genres and the children are paired up to read and 
discuss each book over a 2 week period. The books 
are then sent home so that the texts may be shared 
and the children’s developing reading skills 
celebrated. 

The document below shows the programme: 

The images on the next page (below) show the programme: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

  



Phonics Assessment and Catching Up 

Children are tested on a half-termly basis throughout Reception and Year 1, using the SfA 
RAP assessment tool.  They complete the ‘Phonics Screening Test’ at the end of Year 1, as 
required by the Department for Education.  Children who do not pass the test at the end of 
Year 1 are required to retake this test at the end of Year 2. 

Children continue to be taught Phonics throughout school until they meet the standard. 

Catching Up 

 

In Reception, children who are falling behind in Reading are identified and additional 
support is given through Quality First Teaching. 

In Key Stage 1, in addition to intervention through Quality First Teaching, children access 
Lightning Squad (an online Phonics intervention package aligned with Success for All 
Phonics). 

In Key Stage 2, there is are intervention groups for children who are still not secure with 
their Phonics and / or have not passed the Phonics Screener.  Intervention groups use the 
Lightning Squad. 

In addition to this, some children from Y3-6 complete activities on Nessy which is a 
computer-based literacy programme designed to improve their spelling and reading skills. 

 

 

 

https://fft.org.uk/tutoring/

