
Dear Parents and Carers,        January 2023 
 
We are very aware that children may have been bought new devices over Christmas. 
Whilst we recognise that there are benefits to children playing these games there are also some real concerns 
over safety – both with regard to the material they are exposed to and the socialising and safety linked to this. 
 
It is really important you monitor your child when playing these games – ensuring that the game is age 
appropriate, as well as talking to them about safety when socialising with others etc. 
 
We also recognise that you may not know as much as you would like to about the various games and so we 
would like to direct you to the following websites to help you with this. All provide really useful information 
and guidance. 
Thank you. 
Kay Hemmings 
Head Teacher 

 
Virtual Reality Headsets 
With more parents more likely to buy their children VR 
headsets, the NSPCC have developed a guide for 
parents to support families buying Virtual Reality (VR) 
headsets for Christmas. 

 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2022/christmas-vr-safety-advice-for-parents-
metaverse/ 
 
 

Fortnite and Fortnite Battle Royale 
Fortnite is a game for those children who are 13 years or older but I 
know that some of our children do access this, despite the age 
restriction. 

Since its release in 2017 more and more children are being exposed to multi-player chatting with 
strangers, and financial exploitation via the game’s spend-to-gain-advantage operating style.  
It can sometimes be very difficult to work out how to secure children’s safety on games like this.  
Fortunately to allow for greater comprehension of reports to staff involving the game, 
Internetmatters.org has published a guide to understanding the game and its terms. You can find 
the link below:  
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/fortnite-battle-royal-parents-guide-keep-kids-safe-
gaming/ 
 

A guide to online safety and gaming 
As a new generation of young people arrive onto using multiplayer games and 

the internet in general this new year, it is more important than ever to make 

your pupils aware of how to stay safe online. The SWGfL has published the 

following poster on how to best keep safe whilst using online software and 

games. With advice on reporting and blocking, online socialization and the 

considerations on online gaming, the poster can be a useful resource for any 

parent or carer on the topic.  
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Building healthy relationships whilst socialising online 
 
The use of the internet among young people is now everywhere. The rise 
in the cultural acceptance of internet relationships between young people 
and strangers that they play or talk with online, has opened the door to 
dangers. Yet it is only a small amount of these relationships which turn 
out malicious, but children and young people may find it difficult to 
understand when that arises. The Information Commissioners Office, the 
UK’s information rights agency, has published guidance on what to look 
for when these relationships turn sour. And more importantly, what to do 
about it. To find the guidance please follow the link below:  
 
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/media-centre/news-and-
blogs/2022/02/respect-and-healthy-relationships-online-how-the-children-s-
code-can-help/  
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